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| No Wnion with Slaveholders! 


} es 

“THE U.S. CONSTITUTION IS ‘A COVENANT WITH DEATH 
1 AND AN AGREEMENT WITH HELL.’ 

l far < Yes! 17 cannot ne pentep—the slaveholding 
| lords of the South prescribed, as a condition of their 
|, assent to the Constitution, three special provisions To 
| SECURE THE PERPETUITY OF THEIR DOMINION OVER THEIR 
| SLAVES. The first was the immunity, for twenty years, 
of preserving the African slave trade ; the second was 
| qHE STIPULATION TO SURRENDER FUGITIVE SLAVES—an 
engagement positively prohibited by the laws of God, 
delivered from Sinai ; and, thirdly, the exaction, fatal 
to the principles of popular representation, of a repre- 
sentation for staves—for articles of merchandize, under 
the name of persons . . . -. in fact, the oppressor repre- 
senting the oppressed! . . . To call government thus con- 
stituted a democracy, is to insult the understanding of 
mankind. It is doubly tainted with the infection of 
riches and slavery. Its reciprocal operation upon the 
government of the nation is to establish an artificial 
| majority in the slave representation over that of the 
, free people, in the American Congress ; AND THEREBY 
TO MAKE THE PRESERVATION, PROPAGATION AND PERPET- 
VATION OF SLAVERY THE VITAL AND ANIMATING SPIRIT 
_ OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.’—John Quincy Adams. 
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One Country is the World, one Counteymen are all “Mankind. 
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pFUGE OF OPPRESSION. 


| 
| 
From the Carolina Times. | 


PROM KANSAS. 

K. T. May 25, 1856. 

[arrived bere last night from Law- 
ted battle ground. We had no 
“a » twelve pound mounted howit- | 

1} cannons, and some few Sharpe's 

- juxst one thousand Sharpe's rifles 

i or buried. We destroyed two 

. pet the hotel built by the Aid So- 

ea perfect fort; the top was filled 
bi and had they the bravery, two 


Cyyp CAROLINA, 


ex] 


' 


at 


‘ld have defended the town against | 
it the cowards deserted the town. | 


iy were brave; they maintained | 
. by remaining in town, and had the | 
tell us that they could not be made to 
irty nutadered about five handred ; 
ve hundred and fifty of them were Caro- 

: , j we had the honor of planting our | 
fires upon the trenches of the city of 

It also waved over the Herald of Free- 


K " 


War jf 


e and the hotel. 
+ Andrews, of our company, has his 
~ wounded by the barsting of a tinusket, 
Rurt. sop of Ex-Governor Burt, of Ne- 
” wounded in the head, not badly; he 
We have not lost a man, only by 
Iwo of our company died at Westport, 
fight or nine Abolitionists were killed 


x 


We have Brown, the editor of the 
Freedom, here, @ pris yer. He is to be 
oon, and if not hang, the boys will 
« him to get off. Robinson, the bogus 


«in eustody—he is bound to be hung. 

wxped so far. We had Miller ; he is 

+ District, and has been publishing an 

+ here—he was tried for his life, but 

voted. Every man | meet is armed to 

od if he claims to be a freesoiler, we 

cfrom him. | saw Hamilton Hardy 

Flewing at Lawrence; they are 

James Waddell has gone to Atchison, 

( company. I leave with a 

soty mounted men for Hickory Point 

[ie pro-slavery men were run from 
befure last by the Yankees. 


yours, Ac 


seston 


—_— 


mond Enyuirer (Democratic) uses the 


mguage :— 


sthe fair but false and fatal theories of the 
tracts so much homage as the * Squatter 
vurtezan. There is none so radiant 
ious charms, none so ready with de- 
ind none so sure to cover its vic- 

sand reproach. . 
goty of the people is a noble princi- 
id command universal homage.— 
Swereignty’ is an imposture, a counter- 
i ugly idel wrought by man’s hands, 
kicked off the pedestal where it sits 
sty, and counts the adoration of FrooLs 


t conceive how any doubt can arise 
perfect, unlimited, and sovereign 
Federal Government over the Terri- 
Kingia as the agent or trastee of the exist- 
By the purehase from Louisiana, and 
nt extinction of the Indian titles, the 
w ours to dispose of and govern 
ed, for the common benefit of all the 
e Mates can only exercise their sover- 
and governmental rights 
nstrumentality of the Federal Gov- 
Che writers on national law, it is true, 
to the exercise of such powers, 
tion has aright to keep unsettled a 
| rhis is, however, mere 
rality, whieh can never heeome a 
ion between civilized nations.’ 


strative 


j m tin,’ 


_ 
trom the New Haven Register. 


wing remarks, from the Coneord 
inarticle speaking of the political 

lay, and the impudence with 
y insalt their hearers, on the Sabbath : 


ra } 


hundreds of such political priests 
the bounty of Democrats und 
Such teachers of treason 
ence and bloodshed ought 
tenanced by those who desire the 

- ountry, and the supremacy of the 
*y should be frowned upon by every sin- 

of the Constitution and the Union. No 

*50 preaches the * Kiil-‘em’ doctrine—— 

"0 preaches in favor of the Kansas rebel- 

, pune pr stitutes his pulpit to the base 

*" Slack Republican agitators, should re- 
‘a from Democrats for his support, 
TIS everywhere withdraw their contri- 
* He support of these men, and but few 
' continue in this course, This is the 
remedy, and we hope to see it ap- 


huughly 


£ Upon 
£ citizens, 


ts of vio 


¥ 


a ee 
ise id that since the flogging of Sumner 
ine . ‘the abolition members of Congress 
*mseives with Colt’s revolvers, and 

the Halle of Congress. What a 

1% mot Teasonable to suppose that the 
resent an insult offered, would 

ice to draw one of the afore- 
2 Reetin he abolitionists are great on in- 
mss, Where they are not bodily ex- 

‘ver heard of one facing hie op- 


ed, where all such affairs of honor 


Sttled? 





‘WwW 


8 eis 4" assxult, though he should be load- 
 Stwis.— Kansas Squatter Soveraign. 
Sit Ivn, nar 
~Nny, MONATION. The abolitionists every- 
bering wh Far a, indignation meetings uver 
”. The white.| “ Bro ks administered to 
Ption meetin ca wered Yankees are great on 
08 frum oe out very small at defending 
Tigy ¢ Pefsonal chastisement. Every 
2 aSiges eM deserves just such a caning 
oO Reoteman,—Jhid. 








x —. 
es. Mr. § 
D. “*at speech in Congress, said :— 
* Tights Pim party, the trae ongorent of 
*tion the neem? triumph in the Presiden- 
View cs sede will be saved, but it Black 
wn OY history of the history of our Govern- 
"Titten, py, 2. Our Confederacy will have 
I the tome oe way to preserve the Union 
"hresenaed bractvative men of the North, 
Tith the es national democracy, to 
Deter. ? 8nd arge an unceasing war 


at Repablie Would tear down the pillars 


greatness of the principles involved in the mean 
circumstances of duty on stamps and tea; but we, 
after eighty years of liberty and education, have 
not the wit to see when the very life-principle = 
r the Republic is attacked openly and without sub- 
LETESE SO TEE NORTE uetian nor the courage od senihe when our eyes 
Newsvrca-on-rie-Hupson, May 28,1856. [are opened. No man who has watched the politi- 

I cannot write for the Independent* on any of my | cal history of this country but perceives that this 
osual topics this week. Art and Literature, Na-| storm, which we congratulate ourselves apon hav- 
ture itself, seem to me the veriest vanities and | ing raised. is temporary, and will pass away with- 
shadows. I cannot look at my pictares, nor read jout result, like all the other storms, We oaght to 


SELECTIONS. 


From the National Anti-Slavery Standard. 


| my books ; my eye wanders, listless and unpleas-! have done with this praising of other men’s bravery 


ed, over this hourly miracle of the river and the /until we can show ourselves to be brave. The 
sky, over the flowers and trees that everywhere | bones of dead heroes are stirred when slaves chant 
bud and bloom. itheir praises. I say, and the Fatare will say, that 
lif we suffer these insults to pass unavenged, Bunk- 


. THE DEN IN WHICH IT WAS HELD. 

This den had no windows by which people could 
look in, or see, or the light of the sun enter—only 
a row of glass likea steamboat skylight, thirty-five 
feet above the floor. It was the nearest represent- 
ation of the ‘black hole’ in Caleutta, and like 
that hole had well nigh become notorious for a 
similar catastrophe. The little panes of glass 
above were hung on pivots, and turned flat to let 
inair. A rain came on, drove inte the den: and 
to exclude it, the panes were turned up. Smother- 
ing! smothering! was the ery in the den; and 
the glass had to be turned up again. Over this 
place was a small box for the admission of specta- 
tors, its approach barricaded and guarded, and 
entrance only obtained upon tickets from the same 


WHAT WAS SAID IN VIRGINIA IN 1832. all the grievances of the people, and to the best of 
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| Read the following extracts from a speech delivered 
, by Crances James Fauixner, Esq., (of Berkeley,) in 
the Virginia House of Delegates, January 20, 1832, 
*On the Policy of the State with respect to her Slave 
Population * :— 


‘Sir, there is one point in which I do most sin- 
cerely agree with those who are arrayed against 
ine in this diseussion, It is, that the proposed in- 
quiry is one of grent delicacy and-of trans cendant 

‘importance. J will go further and say it is, in my 
‘judgment, the most momentous subject of public 
| interest, which has ever occupied the deliberations 
| of this body. Indeed, sir, if I may be pardoned 


| God gives us no Man meet for the Hour. 


land fumes—for a little while she rants and blus- 


cept. 


_ been able to stand alone. 
‘could strike Southern ears, than the voice of 


" y e coward who would not give 
“80 Injured party, would not defend | 


" | 
sorter, of Alabama, in the | 


* All is but toys: renown and grace is dead, 
The wine of tife is drawn, and the mere lees 
Is left this vault to brag of.’ 


Worse tian all, I shrink to-day, and these many 


| days, from my fellow-men: for I feel like a slave | 
lamdng slaves, and dread lest this wide-spread cow- 


ardice and desertion may make me, also, craven. 
It is a bitter grief to be ashamed of my coun- 
try, and to see that in a disgraceful emergency, 
It is 
shame upon shame to know that so many years 
of the enjoyment of liberty have brought forth only 
thie mean fruit; that no attack upon the dearest 


irights of freemen, however open, however bold, 
| however infamous, can stir us to any manly ae- 


tion. Fora little while, indeed, the North frets 
ters—and then grows cool. Words are but wind, 
and the silence of cowards is better than the boast 
of cowards. If we can do nothing, let us say noth- | 
ing. 

No ridicule that the Southern men ean heap 
upon us, in this regard, is the least exaggerated. 


_ Sav what we will, writhe onder it as we will, all 


is true. The South zs master of the North, and 
will subdue us. ‘The North is afraid of the South. 
Have I not seen, has not every Northern man seen, 
how, year after year, tameness and servility and 
compromise have come to infest all professions 
and ull classes of society’ Ever since the Repub- 
lic was’ founded, the Southerners have gone on, | 
step by step. slowly bet surely, to their final vieto- 
ry. Those who have stood upon the watch-towers, 
and seen their forces advancing, not in stealth, not 
in silenee, but with music and banners, and songs 


of trinmph, have been scoffed at and ridiculed. 
| The clear prophecies of Garrison and Phillips have 


heen laughed to scorn, The trath on which they 


first took their stand, and which they have never 
abandoned, namely—' that this Union must be} 


dissolved, that there can be no real Union between | 
the North and the South, between Slaveholders and 


Freemen’—this truth we must, sooner or later, ac- | 
Skulking nor honestly-meant compromises | 


will not shield us, will not help us. We cannot 
eerve God and Mammon, and that is what the 


American people has been foolishly trying to do! 


for the last eighty years. It is in vain that we 
beat about the bush, trying this and that expedi- 
ent, trusting in politicians, in the influence of 
time, in compromises, in every quack medicine 
offered, to cure our disease, by silly or designing 
men. A separation from the South is the one only 
eure for this otherwise mortal sickness which eats 
us like a cancer, and we rejoice to have heard, with- 
in the lust few days, men every where speak of it 
asa thing to be desired. It wasalways a bugbear, 
never to be dreaded by any but these Southrons, 
who would lose in as their protector, their teach- | 
er, the very supporter of their lives. It is only by | 
its connection with the North, that the South has 
been able, for these many years, to pass muster | 
among civilized nations ; for in the light of North-| 
ern industry, thrift, ingentity, morality and re- 
spectability, the ignorance, laziness, improvidence 
and wide-spread licentiousness of the South, a | 
licentiousness spreading among all classes of soci- | 


(ety, and fouler than any other nation under the | 
|sun, have been overlooked or forgotten. 


In all 
history, I cannot find an instance of any people so 
shiftless, so immoral, and so ignorant, that has 
No more terrible sound 


Northern men demanding a dissolution of the 
Union. Yet, by an ingenious system of tactics, 
they have made us believe, ever since the first 
Northern voice was lifted against slavery, that it 
is the North, and not the South, that will suffer 
by such a separation! We have been deluded, 
and the South has laughed in her sleeve at our 
simple-minded folly. 

I say the South would dread such a separation 
now ; but she is steadily preparing for it in the fu- 
ture. All this long story of crime and double- 
dealing, which stains our national reputation in 
these base latter days—the foray upon Mexico, the 
Repeal of the Missouri Compromise, the invasion 
of Niearagua, the attempts to seize Cuba—are the 
slow moves by which the South approaches her 
checkmate. She is sure of her game, and she 
plays it with a master hand. Already she has se- 
cured Kansas by force, and Nicaragua ; next she 
will have Cuba and California. Then she will re- 
establish the African slave trade, supported by 
Northern ships and Northern money, and, having 


‘planted firm the feet of her Confederacy of Damna- 


tion, she will dissolve her Union with the North, 
and make her own terms in the bargain. 


statesman at the North sees, and has long seen, 
and that every honest statesman at the South, if 
there be such a thing in existence, will frankly ad 
mit. And when our Fall comes. as come it sure- 
ly will, unless we now repent and break these ac- 
cursed bonds, it will be the legitimate result of a 


_ system of policy founded by the signing of the Con- 


stitution—a system by which religion 1s separated 


from politics, placed under different laws, and 


which declares that the worship of God and Mam- 
mon is not only possible, but laudable. 
Meanwhile, we who sit at home watching the 
rising and setting of this cloud, no bigger than a 
man’s hand, are sick at heart when we see the 
cowardice of the North in this terrible crisis.— 
|For it is not possible to put any confidence in 
words, even when uttered at monster meetings and 
reéchoed hy millions of men. Always, in every 
| history, men who have meant to act, have never 
talked. This foaming at the mouth seems to be a 
‘bad omen. Our rage is impotent. I mistrust the 
‘pluck, nay, I mistrust.the will, of those who hear 
lof such outrages as these of Kansas and Washing- 
|ton, and say, * Do that again, and see!” 
| What! my countrymen, do you then read His- 
‘tory, and keep sacred the Fourth of July, and will 
you be blind to the fact that, compared with ours, 
the fathers of this Republic had no provocation what- 
ever! None, absolutely! The American Revolu- 
tion was a mean two-penny struggle for so much 
pocket advantage, compared to this preseot battle 
for the dearest rights of man, which to-day looms 
in the horizon, and which we vainly strive to ward 
off. Our fathers, brave and wise men, saw the 





* The Independent, to which Mr. Cook is & regalar 
contributor, rejected this letter, and it was sent, there- 
fore, the Siandard.—Enps. STANDARD. 





‘a Senator. 


That | 


| this is her aim, I do not doubt every clear-headed 


er Hill and Lexington were baptized with blood in 
vain; the name of ovr country becomes a hissing 


jand a by-word ; it is a disgrace to bean American 


| citizen, 

| Think seriously of it. Mark first the wrong, 
‘then the way in which this onparalleled atrocity— 
the outrage upon Sumner—has heen applauded 
‘and rewarded in all the South, its author feasted, 
feted, and made the recipient of lavish favors 
and congratalatory addresses. Southern women, 
meet wives for such men, applaud the deed, Gov- 
ernors of States applaud it, and all the journals 
applaud it. Then tarn to the North, and mark 
how, with the exception of three men— Wil- 
son, Wade and Foster—every Senator, every Rep- 
resentative, has cowered before these ballies. 


|The President—the meanest ruffian of them all— 


has uttered no word of sympathy, has not even 
gone through the formality of an inquiry as to 
the health of the wounded man, and that man 
The two Touses have exhibited on 
this cecasion a spectacle of cowardice, brutality 
and meanness, which must make the blood of every 
wan atthe North tingle in his veins. Not one 
manly word has escaped Seward or Hale. They 
have been as dumbas the Soath could have de- 
manded. I think Mr. Seward especially deserves 


) the condemnation of every Northern man ; but that 


were little to what he must feel in his own heart 
for having let slip one of the most glorious oppor- 
tunities to speak that ever offered itself toany man 
on any occasion! An opportanity to speak words 
that would have made the wide world ring again! 
Ob God! which of us, dumb and private men, un- 
able to speak fitly, if once allowed, but has prayed 
for such a chance as Seward threw away! 

Webb, also, had an opportunity to speak brave 
words, and to chastise Brooks—that cowardly pol- 
troon—with plain, blunt speech, fit for a man to 
use, stripping bare all the baseness of him and 
his peers—but he forbore. Advised of what was 
expected of him, be tamely bowed his head to the 
yoke, and wrote a long circumspect letter, alluding 
to this fellow only in the most distant manner, and, 
as a fit reward for his servility, sits silent under the 
rebuke of bis approbation. Approved by Brooks! 
Approved by the South! What unspeakable deg- 
radation ! 

But I waste words. In this fearful crisis, one 
hope is left us,—the hope that the people of the 
North will see the jeopardy in which they stand, 
and will look Disunion calmly in the face, Let 
those of us who feel this wrong throw away these 
miserable party divisions, and, lifting up our 
eyes to that Heaven where Liberty, the daughter 
of God, stands forever by her Father’s throne, 
strike in her name, and but one blow! 


CLARENCE COOK. 





AL DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION. 
Extracts from T. H. Benton’s speech at St. Louis: 


CINCINNATI CONVENTION AND ITS COHORT OF POLITI- 
CAL EUNUCHS. 

I went to Cincinnati to be near that convention 
—the first one | ever approached. I went to see 
how things were done, and to assist a little at a 
safe nomination. I found a garrison of office-hold- 
ers inside of the convention, and a besieging army 
of the same gentry on the outside of it. Packed 
delegates were there, sent to betray the people.— 
Straw delegates were there, coming from the States 
which could give no democratic vote. Members of 
Congress were there, although forbid by their du- 
ties from being at such a place. A cohort of office- 
holders were there, ns mg eunuchs in the federal 
— incapable of voting for the smallest feder- 
al office, yet sent there by the administration to 
io a President upon the people. 

t was a scandalous collection, excluded by the 
Constitution from being even electors of the Presi- 
dent, and yet sent here to vote for the administra- 
tion—and to vote upon the principle of the ox that 
knoweth his master's crib—upon the principle of 
the ass that knoweth the hand that feedeth him. 
Bullies were there from the Custom House and the 
Five Points in New York—all with the approbation 
of the administration ; fur the office-holders would 
not be there,(absent from their duties, and drawing 
their pay.) without the consent of their employ- 
‘ers. It was a scandalvuus collection. The wem- 
bers of Congress were in the double breach of their 
duties. They were neglecting their legislative du- 
ties, and doing what they had been interdicted 
from dving. 

Thirty years ago, the nomination of presidential 
candidates was taken from Congress on account of 
the corruptién which it engendered, and given to 
delegates, intended to be fresh from the people, and 
to obey their will; and the nomination removed 
from Washington to Baltimore, to get out of the 
reach of president-making members. But these 
members followed to Baltimore, getting proxies 
from some delegate when they could get no ap- 
| pointment from the people ; and to get rid of them, 
| to get entirely beyond their reach, the Convention 
_itself was removed from Baltimore to Cincinnati. 

Vain effort toescape them. They followed on to 
|Cincinnati, They broke 2 Congress to get to this 
forbidden place. Surely the new President will be 
very hard-hearted if he does not remember them 
when he comes to the distribution of office. From 
Washington city came a new corps, never before 
put apon such service—the office-bolders in the 
city, clerks in the departments—heads of bureaus 
—men who have no vote in any federal election— 
political hybrids, unable to act a man’s part in 
| any election, but sent to Cincinnati, as a life-guard, 
to support the administration. 

Soch was the composition of nearly one-half of 
the whole convention—custom-house officers, post- 
masters, salaried clerks, packed delegates, straw 
delegates, political eanuchs,members of Congress, 
district attorneys, federal marshals. The placein 
whieh they met, and which had been provided by 
a packed administration committee, was worthy of 
the meeting. It wasa sort of den, approached 
by a long narrow passage, barricaaed by three 
doors, each door guarded by armed ballies, with 
orders to knock down any person that approached 
without a ticket from the committee—and a spe- 
cial order to be prepared with arms to repulse the 
Missouri delegation which came to vote for Buchan- 
an—a repulse which they aa and got them- 
selves knocked down and trampled under foot. 





packed committee—and to whom they gave tickets | the eivavagance of the expression, I will Say, not- 
" | withstanding the horror with which the inquiry 


was seen when the first votes were given for Bu-| ! whi 
chanan ; and when each State that voted for bim | 7 regarded hy some gentlemen, it is the onty sub- 


was hissed—even Virginia; and the hissing only | Jeet gars this time. and under the present at 
stopped by a threat to clear the galleries. Such | titade of a le LF ee ggg worthy of the seri- 
is the pass to which the nominution of President is | one gravity of tegration. hen, and upon what 
now brought. previous occasion, did a question so grand, eo all- 
| pervading in its conseqnences, absorb the consider- 

CINCINNATI PLATFORM COMPARED TO A DOSE OF IPECAC. ation of this house? The revolution which agitated 
Citizens! T have told you of the attempt to kill | this commonwealth fifty years ago,great and impor- 
off Mr. Buchanan in the Convention under the two- | tant as it was, involved in its results hut a change of 
thirds rule: there was another attempt, of adiffer-| our political relations with the mother conntry. 
ent kind, to do the same thing. It was with a This measure—should it prove successful, and that 
platform—a patibalary structure — with a rope | it must, sooner or later, no individual in this house 
over the head, and a trap-door under the feet— ! can reasonably doubt—must involve in its conse- 
and so contrived that if he got on it, he was strung | quences a moral, physical and political revolution 
up in the North ; if not, he was laid out in the|in this state—a revolution which will be bene- 
South. His friends found out the game, and de-| ficially felt by every great interest in the common- 


termined to mount it, be it whatit might. They | 
said the President does not swear to platforms, bot | 
to the Constitution ; and, besides, it is lawful to. 
fight fire with fire. It was concocted by the old) 
janissaries, and produced at the moment the bal- | 
|loting was to commence—so as to make disorder in | 
the ranks: but the trick failed. It was received | 
in a tempest of emulous applause, and extolled to! 
| the skies. IT asked one of the most vociferous of | 
| these applanders, how he could swallow such stuff. | 





wealth, and by every slaveholding state upon this 
continent. Sir, I care not what may be the feel- 
ings of other gentlemen, but I glory that it is 
given to me to participate in this measure. ~ [ 
shall ever reckon it among the proudest incidents 
of my life, that I have contributed my feeble aid 
to forward a revolution so grand and patriotic in 
its results. But, sir, at the same time that I do 
accord with those gentlemen who have preceded 
me in this debate, on the opposite side of the ques- 


| He answered promptly, * As I do ipecac! to puke it | tion, in the all-absorbing magnitude of the topic 
\up again!’ It was a New Yorker, of course, who | under consideration, [ cannot think with them 
igave that naive answer; and I am sure his stomach , that on that account it is not a rrr subject of in- 
would feel the cleaner after the relief. quiry. Its very importance demands inquiry. 

Citizens! this business of making platforms is a Let that inquiry be cautious—let it be deliber- 
new invention, unknown to the old democracy, who | ate—let it be guarded; above all, let it be 
had no platform but the Constitution—no aim but | conducted with a gacred regard to the rights of 
the publie good ; and they are generally the work | private property, 80 far, at least, as those rights 
of demagogucs who have no thought of the Consti- | can, upon an occasion of this sort, be legitimately 
tution—no thought of the country—no thought of recognized. But still let the inqairy go on. Tue 
anything but to get office, and keep it—changing | Propte demand it. ‘Their safety requires it.— 


for that purpose with every change of administra- | 
tion—and swearing to every creed that runs an! 
hour. It has been my prerogative to kick over! 
these platforms. I was bred ina political school | 
jin which they were unknewn. The Constitution. 
| was the only platform known in my school—and_ 
ithe only one to which I swear. If one is made 
jbeyond the Constitution, it is surplussage ; if 
short of the Constitution, it is defective ; if differ- | 
ent from the Constitution, it is void ; if the same, | 
\it is superfluous. In any event, then, these plat-. 
forms are, to me, useless—to many, pestiferous— , 
to their authors, stocked-eards, which they throw | 


away when the game is won. od - ES 
We have a fair nomination for the Presidency, a. 


man who can be nationally elected, and whose aims. 
must be national. He will need support. He is, 
not going to repose on a bed of roses, but rather 
on the thorny pillow, Our country is in a deplor- | 
able condition. Fraternal affection gone—section- 
al hate engendered—extreme parties in the ascend- | 
ant. Violence overspreads the land; we open no. 
paper without seeing blood. The whole country 
seems to be without government, and the territo- 
ries are so: Kansas in civil war; Utah in revolt ; | 
New Mexico worse off than under the Spanish vice- 
royalty ; Oregon carrying on Indian wars for it- | 
self; and a State—California—driven to the re-| 
source of voluntary associations of citizens for the | 
protection of life, liberty and property. | 
The present administration, in violating sacred 
comprises, is the author of all the violence and. 
disorders which overspread the land. I foresaw) 
and foretold it at the time: and strived against it. 
Prevention was my remedy ; that having failed, a) 
cure of the disease must be attempted. The peo- 
ple have rightly judged that the authors of the dis- 
ease are not physicians to cure it. They have 
ealled in a new doctor, and we must help him in 
the application of all the remedies he shall pre- 
scribe. (!!!) | 





| 


} 





ANDOVER AND SENATOR SUMNER. 


At a special meeting of the Faculty and Stu- | 
dents of Andover Theological Seminary, held on) 


} 


Wednesday evening, June 4th, the following Pre-. 
amble and Resolutions were adopted : 


against the rightful citizens of Kansas, indicate | 
the existence in our country, of perils to civil free- | 
dom, in which the interests of our literar 
religious institutions are deeply involved, we 
desire to express our convictions and our symna- 
thies by the following resolutions, viz: 

_‘ Resolved, That we entertain a high apprecia- 
tion of the dignity and forbearance which have 
characterized, for five years, the participation of 
Mr. Sumner in the debates of the Senate. 

‘Resolved, That we extend to him our grati- 
tude for the manly vindication of liberty and con- 
stitutional order, contained in his late speech de- 
livered in the Senate-chamber on the affairs of 

ansas. < 

* Resolved, That, in the cowardly and murder- 
ous assault committed upon him by a representa- 
tive of South Carolina, approved, as it appears to 
be, by eminent partisans of the pro-slavery power, 
we discern an outrage upon the liberty of every 
citizen of our land, and that we reg it as one 
of the many bitter fruits of the repeal of the Mis- 
souri Compromise. 

‘ Resolved, That the attempt to sustain, by the 
military power of the United States, a system of 
law forced upon the people of Kansas by foreign 
votes, is an invasion of the rights of that Territory, 
perpetrated in subserviency to sectional interests ; 
and that the recognition of Kaneas as a sovereign 
State, with its Free State Constitution, is now the 
only mode in which jastice can be done to all por- 
tions of the Federal Union, and the agitations of 
the country quieted. 

‘Resolved, That we cordially sympathize with 
that which we believe to be the Christian senti- 
ment of Massachusetts in extending to the friends 
of freedom in Kansas the assurance of our prayers 
in their behalf, and our support of all constita- 
tional and practical es for their relief. 

* Resolved, That the Hon. Henry Wilson de- 
serves the thanks of the friends of civilization and 
religion for the illustration he has given of the 
spirit of free institutions, by declining the challenge 
he pas received for just words spoken in debate.’ 


CHARLES J. HILL, Sec. 








and | 


Mystery in state affairs [ have always considered 
impolitic and uowise. It is unsuited to the genius 
of this government, which is based upon the right 
of the people to a free and full examination of 
whatever concerns their interest and happiness. 
Sir, they pay you for your counsel—they have a 
right toit. If there be danger, let us know it, and 
prepare for the worst. If slavery can be eradica- 
ted, in God's name, let us get rid of it. If it 
cannot, let that melancholy fact be distinctly as- 
certained ; and let those who we have been told 
are now awaiting with painfal solicitude the result 
of your determination, pack up their housvhold 
gods, and find among the luxuriant foreste and 
prairies of the west, that security and repose 
which their native land does not afford. 

Again, sir, L ask, what new fact has occurred 
—what new light has dawned upon the gentleman 
from Mecklenburg, that we should be called upon 
to retrace our course, and to disappoint the hopes 
which our first manly decision gave? Does not 
the same evil exist! Is it not increasing? Does 
not every day give it permanency and force !— 
Is it not rising like a heavy and portentous cloud 
above the horizon ; extending its deep and sable 
volumes athwart the sky, and gathering in its im- 
penetrable folds, the active materials of elemental 
war! And, yet, shall we he requested to close 
our eyes to the danger, and withont an effort, 
without evenan inquiry, to yield to the impulses of 
a dark and withering despair? Sir, is this manly 
legislation? Is it correct?’ Is it Honest legisla- 
tion? Is itacting with that fidelity to our constit- 
uents, which their sacred interest requires ? 

Sir, if this evil, great as it is, was even station- 
ary—if the worthy gentlemen from Mecklenburg 
and Brunswick, (Mr. Gholson,) could give us any 
assurance that it would not increase until it 
reachesa point which it is horrible to contemplate, I 
might be induced to acquiesce in the course which 
their pathetic appeals suggest. But when the 
know it is otherwise—when they know that eac 
successive billow is detracting from the small 
space of ground left between us and the angry 
ocean chafing at our feet,— how can they 
advise us, how can they advise their own consti- 
tuents, to remain still, when the next advancing 
wave may overwhelm them and us, in hopeless 


| ruin and desolation ? 

‘ Believing as we do, that the recent assault 
upon the Hon. Charles Sumner, in the Senate- | 
chamber of the U. S., and the violation perpetrat- | 
ed, with the connivance of the U. 8. government, | 


Sir, if the gentleman from Mecklenburg was 
not satisfied when he submitted his resolution, 
he must now be convinced that this is one of those 
questions which no parliamentary adroitness can 
smother, The spirit of Free Inquiry is abroad 
upon the earth ; and governments and all the in- 
stitutions connected with them must be sustained 
—not by any mystical and superstitious reverence 
for them, as eristing institutions, but as they are 
ascertained, after a severe and searching scrutiny, 
to subserve the great ends of porvutar weal. The 
same question which is now conyulsing Europe to 
its centre— which is purifying that most gifted 
country from the despotism which has for so man 
centuries hung over it—is in a somewhat pa 
ified shape operating upon the present inquiry — 
As with them, it is asked, why have we so Ing 
tolerated the unequal and oppressive institutions 
of our country '—why have we soffered ourselves 
to be ground into dust, that others may be pam- 
pered in luxury and ease!—of what use are 
crowns and hereditary aristocracies !—do they an- 
swer any great end of society ?—do they conduce 
to the happiness of the rrortz!—So with us, the 
inquiry must he, is slavery a beneficial institu- 
tion !—is the prosperity of ‘a nation promoted by 
nourishing within ber bosom half a million of 
bondsinen alien to her in interest, hostile to her in 
feeling, and prepared at any favorable moment. to 
deluge the country in blood, and dance upon the 
ruins of public liberty? In other words, are we 
better with or without slaves? It mast come to 
that point at last. If slavery can be sustained as 
an institution conducive to the t interests 
of society, it will be tolerated. If not, it must 
bow before the majesty of that power which is su- 
preme. But, sir, vain and Adle is every effort to 
strangle this inquiry ! well might you at- 


tempt to chain the nor stay the avengin 
oes of heav q opie 







, » asto drive the people 
rom any inquiry which may result in their better 
c ndition,) Tis igtoo deep, too e ng a sub- 
ject of ideration. t addresses itself too 
strongly to our interests, to our passions, and to 
our feelings. There is not a county, not a town, 
not a newspaper, not a fireside in the state where 
the subject is not fully and fearleesly canvassed ; 
and shall we, the constitutional inquest of the 





commonwealth, sworn to make a true inquiry into 


(our abilities apply the remedy, shall we alone be 
found to shrink from this inquiry? And here per- 
|mit me to revert to a remark which fell, I am sure 
inadvertently, from the gentleman from Branswick. 
| Beeanse, forsooth, in asking this inquiry, we have 
chosen to depart from the folly of our ancestors, 
jand to discuss this question, not with closed doors, 
not in Jow and breathless whispers, not with all the 
/mummery of an oriental divan, we have been told 
that we are treating the subject * flippantly,’—not 
,as was done in the better days of the common- 
\wealth. If flippaney, sir, in the voeabulary of 
\that gentleman, signifies a free and open discus- 
sion of that which concerns the people, and which 
they have aright to know, I plead guilty to this 
charge ; most certainly not otherwise. 

Sir, uniformity in political views, feelings and 
interests, in all the parts of this widely extended 
state, would, | admit, be extremely desirable.— 
But that uniformity is porchased at too dear a 
rate, when the bold and intrepid forester of the 
west must yield to the slothfal and degraded Afri- 
can, and those hills and valleys which until now 
have re-echoed with the songs and industry of 
freemen, shall have become converted into desola- 
tion and barrenness by the withering footsteps of 
slavery. 

Sir, it js to avert any such possible consequence 
to my country, that I, one of the bumblest, but 


jnot the least determined, of the, western delega- 


tion, have raised my voice for emancipation. Sir, 


,tax our lands, vilify our country, carry the sword 


lages; but spure us, I implore you, spare us the 
curse of slavery, that bitterest drop from the thal- 
ice of the destroying angel ! 

Sir, we have lands, we have houses, we have 
property, and we are willing to pledge them all 
to any extent, to aid you in removing this 
evil. Yet, we will not that you shall extend to us 
the same evils under which you labor. We will 
not that you shall make our fair domain the 
receptacle of your mass of political filth and cor- 
ruption. No, sir, before we can submit to such 
terms, violent convulsions must agitate this state. 

The gentleman from Brunswick, and the gentle- 
man from Dinwiddie, hold their slaves, not by any 
patent from God, as tho latter gentleman on yes- 
terday assumed, but solely by virtue of the acqui- 
— aod consent of the society in which t 
ive. 

But, sir, it is said that society having conferred 
this property on the slaveholder, it ¢ t now take 
it from him without an adequate compensation, by 
which is meant full value. I ma 
the opinion, but I defy the legal research of the 
house to point me to a principle recognized by the 
law, even in the ordinary course of its adjudica- 
tions, where the commanit 8 for pro 
which is removed or datteped ao it i so 
sance, and found injurious to that society. There 
is. | humbly apprehend, no such aerwers There 
is no obligation upon society t continue your 
right one moment after it becomes injurious to the 
best interests of society: nor to compensate you 
for the loss of that, the deprivation of which is 
demanded by the sufety of the State, and in which 
general benetit you participate as members of the 
community. Sir, there is to my mind a manifest 
distinction between condemning private property 
to be applied to some beneficial public pur- 
pose, and condemning or removing private property 
which is ascertained to be a positive wrong to so- 
ciety. It is a distinction which pervades the 
whole genius of the law ; and is founded upon the 
idea, that any man who holds property injurious 
to the peace of that society, of which he is a mem- 
ber, thereby violates the condition, upon the ob- 
servance of which, his right to the property is 
alone guaranteed. For property of the first class 
condemned, there ought to be compensation ; bat 
for property of the latter class, mone can 
demanded upon principle, none accorded as matter 
of right, although considerations of policy, con- 
siderations of humanity, and a spirit of compro- 
mise, may dictate some compensation. 

Sir, does not that plan of emancipation which 
proposes freedom at a future period, and which 
guarantees to the slaveholder the present enjoy- 
ment and profit of that most pernicious species of 
property, contain within itself a principle of com- 
pensation —a fair and just proposition of com- 
promise? 1 think it dves, and I exhibit my 
views thus: It is conceded that, at this precise 
moment of our legislation, slaves are inja- 
rious to the interests, and threaten the subversion 
and ruin of this commonwealth. Their present 
number, their increasing number, all admonish 
us of this. In different terms, and in more meas- 
ured langaage, the same fact has been conceded 
by all who have yet addressed this house. * Some- 
thing must be done,’ emphatically exelaimed the 
gentleman from Dinwiddie ; and I thought I could 
perceive a response to that declaration, in the 
countenance of a large majority of this body. 
And why must something be done! Because if not, 
says the gentleman from Campbell, (Mr. Rives,) 
the throats of all the while people of Virginia will 
be cut. No, says the gentleman from Dinwiddie, . 
— The whites cannot be conquered—the throats 
of the blacks will be cut.’ Itis a trifling difference, to 
be sure, sir, and matters not to the argument. For 
the fact is conceded, that one race or the other 
must be exterminated. 

Sir, euch being the actual condition of this com- 


of extermination through our now defenceless we ) 








be singular in 





‘direct your artillery to such or suc 


monwealth, I ask if we would not be justified now, 
supposing all considerations of policy and human- 


_ity concurred, without even a moment's delay, in 


_staving off this appalling and overwhelming calam- 


ity! Sir, if this immense negro population were 


now in arms, gathering into black and formidable 
masses of attack, would that man be listened to, 
who spoke about property, who a you not to 

a point, for 
you would destroy some of Ais property! Sir, to 
the eye of the statesman, as to the eye of Omni- 
science, dangers pressing, and dangers that must 
necessarily press, are alike present :—with a single 
glance he embraces Virginia now, with the ele- 
‘ments of destruction reposing quietly upon her 
bosom, and Virginia lighted from one extremity to 
the other with the torch of servile insurrection 
and massacre. It is not sufficient for him that 
the match is not yet applied. It is enough that 
the magazine is open, and the match will shortly 
be applied. 

Sir, it is trae in national as it is in private con- 
tracts, that loss and injury to one party may con- 
stitute as fair a consideration as gain to the other. 
Does the slaveholder, while he is enjoying his 
slaves, reflect upon the deep injury and inealeu- 
lable loss which the possession of that pro 
inflicts upon the true interests of the country Pao 
does he not ive that society, in tolerating 
thatevil, say for thirty years longer, for his benefit, 
is in the shape of injury to herself ‘and benefit to 
him, giving bim a full and adequate compensation ! 
It is the only compensation which, so help me 
God! as a slave holder, I will ever accept from 
the commonwealth of Virginia. It is the only 
compensation which, as a lawgiver, { will ever 





dispense to others. 
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